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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Report of the London Baptist Mission- 
ary Society, delivered dune 26, 1817. 
INTRODUCTION. 


In directing your attention to the 
operations of the Society for the past 
vear, we are forcibly reminded of the 
frequent intinvations given by our 
Lord, that the progress of his kingdom 
would, for the most part, be gradual 
and slow. No image could have been 
selected. more adapted to represent 
this feature of the Gospel Kingdom, 
than thatof the grain of mustard-seed ; 
or leaven hid in a quantity of meal, 
and secretly diffusing its influence 
through the whole. And itis some- 
what remarkable, that these Parables 
are actually applied by the Brahmins 
of India te the manner in which the 
work of God is now proceeding in that 


‘vast and interesting country. Hence, 


they very generally anticipate those 
ultimate triumphs of the Gospel, of 
which we have already had such grat- 
ifying pledges, and which the zeal and 
labours of Gur missionaries are inten- 
ded to promote. 

In the course of the past year, our 
Brethren have been called on to cul- 
tivate and strengthen stations already 
formed, rather than to fix the stand- 
ard of the Gospel in new places. Still, 
as the Continental stations are scat- 
tered over so wide an extent of terri- 
tory, the journeys necessarily under- 
taken have afforded the most desira- 
ble opportunities of publishing the 
Gospel. This has been done, perhaps, 
to anextent unprecedented in any for- 
mer year. 

According to the plan which has 
been pursued on former occasions, we 
shail proceed to notice the State of the 
Missions, from the latest advices, at 
the respective Stations ; the progress 
which bas been made im the work ef 


Translations: and the lrausactious 
of the Society ot Home. 


MISSIONARY STATIONS. 
Dinagepore. 

Mr. Fernandez had been indispos- 
ed; but, at the date of the last ac- 
counts, was so far restored as to le 
able to resume his labours. In addi- 
tion to those residing in the neighbour- 
hood, and who attended the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, some of them he 
hopes not In vain, several inquirers 
from Purneah, a considerable town to 
the westward, had visited him, who 
heard the word with attention; and 
gladly received several copies of the 
Gospel of St. Luke, which were given 
to them at their own request. 

Goaimalty 

For some time past this Station has 
been under the care of Krishnoo, who 
has there displayed the same assiduity 
and zeal which have marked his cén- 


duct on former occasions. In one of 


his excursions to a neighbouring vil- 
lage, he informed the people he was 
come to offer them the blessed Word 
of God, wetthout money and without 
price. [lis hearers, however, vot 
understanding these disinterested of- 
fers, were afraid to accept of books; 
and’ Krishnoo, full of grief, retived 
and prayed to God on their account 
Returning soon after, he was giad to 
find them more attentive, and desirous 
of books to read. Ou another occa- 
sion, ke visited Mandaroo, a place in 
which the Scriptures had never been 
seen or heard of before. A fair being 
held at the same time in the town, ma- 
ny thousands were assembled, among 
whom he distributed a great number 
of books, and had much discussion 
with several men of influence among 
them. ' 
Cutwa. 


Mr. W. Carey has had several! addi- 


tions from the Natives around him; 
and expected shortly to baptize a per- 
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son of considerable eminence, who 
stood firm to his purpose of professing 
Christ, though hundreds of his coan- 
trymen had atte:npted to dissuade him 
from it: A brother who lately visited 
this Station, remarks, “ Never was my 
faith in the Mission raised so much as 
since I have been at Cutwa. All I see 
and all I hear, tends to confirm me in 
the idea that Satan’s kingdom in this 
country will soon be much diminish- 
ed.” The inhabitants of this populous 
and extensive district are eager to ob- 
tain Gospels and Tracts; and, from 
various quarters, Mr. Carey has re- 
ceived pressing applications for the 
establishment of new Schools. His ef- 
forts in this department bave, howev- 
er, been unavoidably restricted by a 
want of the necessary funds. 


Jessore. 


Mr. Thomas, who is stationed at 
Chougacha, in Jessore, has been inter- 
rupted in his useful labours by sick- 
ness ; to this Church, notwithstanding, 
some recent additions have also been 
made, from among the Natives. 


Serampore and Calcutta. 


In consequence of political arrange- 
ments, the Settlement of Serampore 
has reverted to the Danish Govern- 
ment. ‘This circumstance, however, 
has not affected the comfort or securi- 
ty of our Brethren. A few weeks pre- 
vious to this alteration, they were hon- 
oured with a visit from the Right 
Honourable Earl Moira, Lady Lou- 
doun, the Bishop of Calcutta, Mrs. 
Middleton, and several other persons 
of distinction. The noble visitors in- 
spected the whole establishuent; and 
appeared particularly pleased when 
they entered the room apprepriated 
to the Learned Natives employed in 
the Translation of the Holy Serip- 
tures. ‘The sight of the Learned Hin- 
doos, from almost every province im 
India, employed in the work-of' pre- 
paring Translations of this blessed 
Book for all these countries, appear- 
ed greatly to interest his Lordship, 
Lady Loudoun, and the learued Bish- 


op. When the Affghan Pundit was 
recognized, he was immediately pro- 


nounced a Jew; and his own declara.- 


tion, that he was Beni Israel, confirm- 
ed the decision. 

éitis known thatBrethrenLawson and 
Eustace Carey have been ordained 
co-pastors of the large and increasing 
church at Calcutta. They appear te 
have entered on their work with-right 
views of its importance, and of the 
means suited to carry on their great 
design. ‘To improve the minds of 
their younger members, they have in- 


stituted a select religious library ; and 


to accustom them to deeds of Chris- 
tian Benevolence, they have formed a 
Society for visiting and relieving the 
Poor, to be called the Juvenile Char- 
itable Institution. Several additions 
have been made to their number, both 
of Europeans and Natives; aud the 
same system of incessant labour, in 
publishing the Word of Life in various 
directions, principally by means of 
the Brethren raised up in the country, 
appears to be continued. 

Of the effect of these exertions, in 
gradually leading the Natives to dis- 
cern the folly of idol worship, our 
Brethren mention one very remarka- 
ble instance: A Brahmin of great 
opulence and very considerable learn- 
ing, resident in Calcutta, named Ram 
Mohun Rov, has lately published, in 
the Bengalee, or two philosophical 
works from the Sungskrit, in the hope 
of leading his countrymen to renounce 
idolatry. “ He has paid us,” say our 
Brethren, “a visit at Serampore ; and, 
ata late interview, after relating an 
anecdote of Krishna, relative to a pet- 
ty theft by this god, he added, ‘The 
sweeper of my house would not do 
such an act; and ean I worship a 
god sunk lower than a menial ser- 
vant?’ ” He is at present a simple 
theist, admires Jesus Christ, but is ig- 
norant of his need of the atonement. 


‘Not having renounced his caste, he is 


acmitted without hesitation as a visit- 
or in the richest Hindoo Families at 
Calcutta; and several of these have 
lately embraced his sentiments, and 
united in a society, witha view to mu- 
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{ual assistance in adopting a system 
of worship couformable to their faith. 
Surely itis not presumptuous to hope, 
that, as they have been led thus far 
in the paths of understanding, they 
will be guided into the knowledge of 
the ‘True God, and Jesus Christ whom 
he-hath sent. ‘The language used py 
the Brahmin already mentioned, in a 
late letter to Mr. Ward, will encour- 
age such a hope, and deeply interest 
every piousheart. “In the discovery 
of truth, our faculties are of course to 
be used; but, at the same time, we 
shouldlook up to God as our best 
guide, as itis God that leads us on In 
his true way. We, poor insignificant 
beings, teel very often our dependence 
upon the Supreme Regulator, even in 
irtfling affairs ; this sense of deficiency 
will, L hope, relieve me eutirely from 
self.confidence, and induce me to call 
ou God with all iny heart, for his as- 
sistance.”? 

To attempt a particular recital of 
the exertions which have been made 
by Mr. Smith and other [tineraunt 
Brethren, would lead us beyond the 
limits of a Report. The word is 
sounding forth in many directions ; 
and instances not unfrequently occur, 
in which the impressions made on the 
minds of the hearers appear to car- 
sespond with its sublime and holy na- 
ture. 

So evident, indeed, have been the 
effects of the Gospel, and so visible 
and striking the change produced, as 
to excite the notice ani admiration of 
the Heathens themselves. A harden- 
edidolater lately remarked, when con- 
versing with one of the Missionaries, 
“ You had certainly, Sir, some of the 
worst materials to work on that men 
could have; but it is very plain that 
you have not bestowed on them labour 
in vain: they are much changed for 
the better.” 

Vans-variya. 

At Vans-variya, a village at no great 
distance from Serampore, where a lit- 
tle company, formerly Heathens, are 
united in the bonds of the Gospel, the 
affectionate zeal of Taractiund, their 
Minister, appeavs to suler no dimi- 
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nution. Some Brethien who had 
lately paid him a visit, reported, that 
he had almost every eventig vistters 
of all castes, with whom he read and 
conversed on the things of the Kung- 
dom of God. It was vain, they said, 
toexpect time for sleep; as almost ail 
the night is spent in reading, singing, 
and religious conversation. ‘This Bro« 
ther spends nearly all ais salary 
in promoting ihe Gospel, reserving 
Scarcely any part for himself. He 
has composed a number of Bengatee 
Hymns; which have been printed at 
Serampore, and which have excited 
considerable attention among the Na- 
tives. 
Chittagong. 

Very encouragiig accounts have 
heen received of the progress of tue 
Gospel among the Mug Nation, inthe 
vicinity of Chittagong. Not less than 
fifty of these people appear to have 
made a profession of Christianity; and 
thaf, under circumstances very pain» 
ful and trying. Considerable perse- 
cution has.been excited against them ; 
but hitherto they have stood firm.— 
One among them, named Khepao, 
who had suffered much, being asked 
what he had gotten by becoming a 
Christian, replied by describing tie 
great sufferings of Clirist for him, 
and said that Christ woud gee lon 
a huudred-fold more than he had lost. 
Upposition, however s ems to have 
created additional interest in the Gos- 
pel. One of the head priests amoung 
this people had dec'ared lis belief 1 
the Scriptures, and that he would be 
guidec by them. Asone proof of his 
sincerity, he has cut down the sacred 
trees which he formerly worshipped, 
and made seats of them for people to 
situpon and hear the Word of the 
Living and True God. 

Digah. 

We have great pleasure in stating, 
that our Brethren, Moore and Rowe, 
who have long occupied the Station 
at Digah, have been much encouraged 
of late by growing success. Various 
pleasing additions have been made to 
this littie Church from among ithe Na- 
tives; but the Word hus been more 
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peculiarly owned to the conversion of 
many of our own countrymen, chiefly 
in the army. One letter mentions 
twenty-four of these who had openly 
professed their love to Christ ; aud we 
learn that several others had subse- 
quently followed their example. A- 
mong these have been some. persons 
of high respectability, who have since 
shewn a most laudable zeal to estab- 
lish Schools, and further the work a- 
mong the natives. 
Patna. 

The journals of Mr. Thompson af- 
ford abundant evidence of his anxious 
desire to advance the interests of the 
Redeemer’s Kingdom, He has lately 
undertaken a journey to Beuares and 
Allahabad, during which he had ma- 
ny opportunities of publishing the 
Gospel. Ifere, as in other parts of 
the country, a genet ral impression is 
felt that it willsoon be triumphant. A 
Gooroo whom he visited, a respecta- 
ble old man, on hearing part of the 
Gospel of St. Matthew read, eagerly 
requested a copy; and, on parting, 
laid beth his hands on Mr. Thomp- 
son’s, and,looking hard at him, said, 
“ This will prevail: this will prevail.” 
After spreading the news of Salvation 
through this extensive tract, he return- 
ed to Patna, with a pious young man 
from Benares, who desires te devote 
himself to the work of the Mitssion, 
and who, for the present, is associated 
with Brother Thompson in labour.— 
The School conducted by this brother 
appears likely to be the means of ex- 
tending the knowledge cf the Gospel. 
In his journal for June, Isis, he 
speaks of seven young men, part of 
the Band of the Nabob of Ban a, who 
attended the School, and whose atten- 
tion to divine things was most pleasing. 
Soon alter, the Nabob gave orders to 
mareh at uriduight, by which their 
agreeable intercourse was abruptly 
broken off “IF gave to John Pun- 
choo,” says Mr. ‘Yhompson, “ some 
serious books, as he is the best reader 
among them. After his attendance 
of grace, he assembled 
God to 


day, and read the W ord of 


them. The poor boys wept on rising 
from their knees, and sought to hida 
their swoln eyes. i promised these 
young friends, that, if spared, I would 
make them a visit at Banda iu the 
cold weather. Who can tel!, but 
some part of this handful may be 


made to receive the good see ?” 


Agra, Allahabad, Delhi, Gayah, and 
Monghir. 

From Agra, Allahabad, and Dell 
no intelligence particul: arly interes ting 
has lately been received. Mr. Mack- 
intosh has removed from the first-nam- 
ed city to Allahabad, and appears to 
have commenced his work in = traly 
humble and Chri@ian spirit. Delhi js 
supplied at present by Mr. Kerr, but 
it seen rather uncertain whether he 
will continue there. ‘Fwo new Sta- 
tions have been late!y occupied in the 
province (Ein doostan ;) at Gayah, a 


large city, fifty five miles south of 


Patna, a place of as great idolatrous 
resort as Juggernaut’s Temple; and 
at Monghir, witch is also deserived ag 
a place “ immensely large.” The for- 
mer of these Stations is occupied by 
Mr. Fowles, who was converted un? 
the ministry of Mr. Thompson at Pat 
na; and the latter by Brother Cflam- 
berlain, who beside his exertious in 
preaching the Gospel, both in Benga- 
lee and Hindoostanee, wherever he 
can find access, is employed ta trans- 
lating the New Testament into the Brij- 
bhasa Language. 
Neg pore. 

At Nagpore, in the Maliratta Coun- 
try, Ram Mohan, @ pious Native ltin- 
erant, is constantly engaged, unde 
the direction of the worthy European 
who has long aided the Mission im that 
quarter. Several persons of the Diier 
Caste are mentioned as ho; pefuil ins 
quirers. 


Similar accaunts are given also by 


Brother John Peter, from Orissa. 
Surat. 

The efforts of C. C. Aratoon, at Surat, 
not having been attended with the 
success which he desired, this active 
aud useful man had projected a jour- 
bey northward as far as Ajmeer, sev- 






-yai hundred nilesfrom home. “ Fear 
not for me,” says ‘he, when announ- 
cing his intention to the Brethren at 
Serampore, “ that Iam going into pla- 
ces under Heathen Governments : the 
Lord will protect me, if Tam faithful 
unto death. I have no fear. If the 
Lord please, I will bear witness both 
by word and by my biood.” After 
pr roceeding to some distance, however, 
according ee this proposal, he was 
compelled by indisposition to return 
to Surat, wheve he siill remains. 


( To be concluded. ) 


DOMESTIC INT ELLI GENCE. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF FQREIGN MISSIONS, 
Report was Prudential Committee. 
Coutioned frum page 489. 

Funds. 

The beard was aporised at the last 
aniversary, that its extended p'nns 
could not be carried into effect with- 
out greatly augmented expenditures. 
To secure ihe necessary lunds, re- 
quired early and earnest attention.-— 
Aoveeably tothe recommendation of 
the Baard, the Rev. Mr. Cornelius has 
‘been Ae by the Committee, as 
an aoents and his well directed dili- 

gence Ghd zeal, his fidelity and suc- 
CESS, entitle bim to the thanks of ail 
who. love the Lord Jesus and his cause, 
and call for most grateful acknow!edg- 
ments to the God of all grace. Other 
Agents have been employed, among 
whom our missienaries, the Rev. Mr. 
Hoyt in Pennsylvania, Mr. Swift in 
New-Jersey and New- York, Mr. Nich- 
ols in New-Hampshire, and Mr. ‘Par- 
sons in Vermont; bad besides them, 
the Rey. Nathan. Perkins in Hamp- 
shire and the adjoining counties, the 
Rey. Samuel J. Mills in Maryland and 
Virginia, and Mr. Robert C. Robbins 
in the southern States, have rendered 
very essential services. Other agents 
ave yielded occasional assistance, in 
the places where they respectively re- 
side. 

Within the past year donations 
ave been received from forty-seven 


- 
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Foreign Mission Societies, ene hundred 
and sixteen other Societies, under dif- 
ferent names, principally, hewever, 
denominated Cent Societies, and one 
hundred and thirty-six associations for 
the education of heathen children and 
youth ; making about three hundred in 
the whole. Of these societies, eighty- 
one consist of males on!y, one hundred 
and seventy-three of females onty, twen- 

ty of persons of both sexes, the remain- 
ing tweniy-five not being distinguished, 
(wh ether composed of males or fe- 

males, or of persons of both sexes,) 
in their communications to the Treas- 
urer. 

‘Though many of these Societies re- 
mit but small sums, they exhibit most 
pleasing evidence that a multitude of 
hards are already employed in this 

work of the Lord ; and they furnish a 
rational prospect, that donations may 
be creatly increased, if the knowledge 
of the Christian public advances, aus 
the zeal and activity of the friends of 
missions are augmented. As auxilia- 
ry societies are-multiplied; as new 
fields for missionary exertion are open 
eds; asnew and urgent calls are m: Ade 
upon Christian benev olence, the Com- 


amtee feel the necessity of a more 


constant intercourse with the various 
patrons of the Board, than has hither- 
to subsisted. Suchan intercourse, by 
means of the press, is easily practica- 
ble if the functionaries of the Board 
can command the time requisite for it, 

The donations to the Board, dur- 
ing the year , have somewhat 
exceeded twenty-seven thousand dol- 
lars. 

To the numerous friends of this 


Board, in the different parts of our 


country, associated and unassociaied, 
male and female, who, by their liber- 

al benefactions, their active exertions, 

or their-efficient influence, have aided 
its general design, or its particular ob- 
jects, every member will concur with 
the Committee in feeling and ex press- 
ing the liveliest gratitude. The true 
friends of missions are one body, hav- 
ing one common object, one common 
interest.. There are many members, 

but they are all necessary. If this 
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Board is necessary, its various auxilia- 
ry associations are aiso uecessary ; 
and so too are the individuals, even to 
the widow of two mites, who contri. 
bute to its funds, and labour and pray 
for its success. This sentiment should 
be deeply and mutually felt. It should 
be felt and acknowledged that the 
small contribution of the bumblest 
friend of the cause is as really a ser- 
vice to it,—as really, though not in 
the same degree, necessary to its ad- 
vancement, as the munificent donation 
o/ its most opulent benefactor, or the 
arduous labours of its most important 
fi netionary. With this sentiment, it 
is devoutly to be wished that the whole 
Christian community may be inspired. 
Theugh in the course of the last 
year many new associations have been 
formed, and many new contributors 
have come forward, and the ainount 
of contributionsand donations has been 
more than double that of any former 
year; vet there is need, most urgent 
need of increased activity, of more 
enlarged liberality, of greatly multipli- 
ed numbers, of vastly augmented 
funds. If the income of the Board 
has increased, so also has the expen- 
diture. Our expenses the last yea: 
for missionaries, schools, and transia- 
tions at Bombay and Ceylon, amount 
to almost eleven thousaud dollars; : 
those for the various purposes of the 
Cherokee establishment, to almost two 
thousand and six hundred ; those for 
the foreign mission school at Cornwall, 
to about five thousand; and those of 
various contingencies to about seven- 
teen hundred : making a total of some- 
what more than twenty thousand dol- 
Jars. This augmented expenditure, 
considering the objects to which it has 
been applied, will be matter of devout 
joy and thankfulness to all, who, with 
singieness of heart, seek the enlarge- 
nieunt of the Redeemer’s s kingdom and 
the best interests of mankind, It has 
been applied for the support of cight 
preachers of the Gospel to the hea- 
then,—for the employment of as many 
teachers of schools in heathen lands,— 
fo: the instruction directly of four or 
five hundred youth and children, hea- 


then and Jewish,*—for the founding 
of establishments, designed for the un- 
limited beneiitof heathen nations, and 
for the translation inia various heathen 
languages, and the dispersion among 
millions of heathen people, of the 
lively Oracles, given from heaven, to 
turn them from their vanities unto the 
living God, and to raise them from 
their wretchedness to immortal glory 

Must not the expenditure of the eu- 
suing year be much greater? Isit not 
desirabie that it shouid be? 

It is calculated, indeed, that the for- 
eign mission school and the Cherokee 
establishment will henceforth do much 
for their own maintenance; though 
they will still require, from year to 
year, very considerable aid. Bat to 
the eight miissio:aries, already de- 
peident on the Board for Support, Six 
or seven more are now to be added ; 
other establishments, similar to that in 
the Cherokee nation, ale to be foun- 
ded; other schools are to be estabiished 
in India; and in the printing and dis- 
tributing of the Scriptures and other 


‘books advances must be made, atten- 


ded with proportionably increased ex- 
pense. 

fu this prospective view there is 
nothing to appal or to dismay, but 
every thing to animate and to mite. 
The work must advance; and the 
means will be supplied. The cause 
is God’s; the silver and the gold are 
his; and the hearts and the hands of 
men are in his power. His word of 
promise also is ample and sure.— 
Yet the pian of his sovereign wisdom 
connects with his all powerful grace 
the otherwise ineflicient exe rsrons of 
men; and makes it the high duty and 
privilege of his friends, in their vari- 
ous places and relations, to unite their 
hearts with His, and to be active co- 
workers with Him. 

Here then is ample warrant, en- 
couragment, and scope for both asso- 
ciated and dividual! eflort for the ad- 

vancement of the best of objects; for 
the exertion of that sacred influence 


* While this sheet was partly in type, 
intelligence was received from Bombay, 
which anthorises ux tO say seven Or eight 
hundred, instead oi four or fire hundred, 











which peculiarly belongs to the minis- 
sers of Christ; for the exercise of that 
fervent love to the Saviour and his 
cause, which so often displays itself as 
his brightest image on earth, and of 
which so many precious memorials 
are borne upon his heart; and for the 
activity and liberality of all, who would 
wish to have it appear in the final. re- 
vealing day, that they have done 
some thing for the spread of his great 
salvation. And your Commtttee are 
versuaded that, when the Christian 
public shall be made acquainted with 
what has been done, and given dis- 
tinctly to understand, that augmented 
funds are urgently ‘needed, for the 
support of missions and schools al- 
ready established, for the establish- 
ment of others, and for carrying for- 
ward the interesting work of trausla- 
printing, and distributing the 
Word of life, an animated activity and 
liberality will be displayed. 

If, during the last year, a year of 
uncoth mon and almost unexampled 
scarcity and embarrassment in our 
country atlarge.our more than doubled 

expenditure was met with more than 
cc ubled receipts; whatamavy not be reas- 
ouably expecte “dfor thee nsulng year, 
new that U open red the 


ting, 


ihe Lord has 
vindows of heaven, and poured out a 
blessiug upon the land extensively, so 
ihat there is scarcely room enough to 
recive it? Will not U 
divine goodness flow, through the 
grateful recipients, to thousands and 
millions who are famishing for the 
bread of life? 

Will the Christian «people of this 
favoured country compe | us to cease 
our operations, or to abridge our 
plansr Will they say to us, * Recal 
ihe missionaries, who are already gone 
forth; stop those who are going. Let 
ihe work of translating, printing, and 
distributing the Scriptures proceed no 
further. Shut up: those schools, and 
send those hundreds of children to re- 
main in the ignorance and ‘to follow 
the Ways of ‘their parents, Let the 
heathen take care of themselves and 
oftheir own. Uf the Saviour will have 
them fer his inheritance, he will take 
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is exuberance of 
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possession of them when he pleases. 
It is no concern of ours.’ Will they 
say this? 

Trusting in God, this Board may, 
and must “Go rorwarp.” We have 
the high commission of the ascending 
Redeewer. We have the command- 
ment of the everlasting God. Ovros- 
JECT IS SECOND TO NONE UNDER HEAVEN. 


“< For after that, in the wisdom of God, 


the world by wisdom knew not God, it 
pleased God, BY THE FOOLISHNESS OF 
PREACHING, to savé them that believe.” 
The transiation and dispersion of the 
Scripiures, and schools for the instruc- 
tion of the young, are paris, and neces- 
sary parts, of the great design. Put it 
must never be forgotten, or overlook- 
ed, that the command is, to “ preach 
the Gospel to every creature,” and that 
the preaching the word, liowever fool- 
ish it may seem to men, ts the grand 
mean appointed by the wisdom of God 
for the saving conversion of the na- 
tions. 

It is therefore matter of devout 
gratulation, thatthe missionary spirit 
is continually rising and spreading. 
And though this Board is not limi ted 
io any geographical division of our 
country, or to any denomination ‘of 
‘Christians; yet it will gratefully hail 
other societies for the same general 
ohiect; welcome them to a a shave in 
this great work of benificence and re- 
ciprocate with them every aflection- 
ate and friendly office. The field is 
wide enough for all. Let all, who 
will, come forward to the work. We 
cordially bid them God speed. 

‘The true missiouary spirit, is the 
spirit of love; of that charity which 
seeketh.not her own—which envieth 
not; and it is net the least among the 
blessed effects to be-expected from the 
diffusion of this spirit, that in so fur as 
it prevails, it will break down the bar- 
riers of party, destroy invidious dis- 
tinctions, and unite the hearts and 
hands of Christians in one glorious 
design, the spread of “ THE common 
SALVATION.” ‘The prophetic word is 
sure. When the earth is to be “ filled 
with the kyowledge of Jehovah as the 
waters cover the sea;” then “ Ephraim 
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shall not envy Judah, and Jadzh shall 
not yex Ephraim.” Happy day !— 
Biessed consumation! Heaven will 
look down with delight; and united 
Zion in all her dwellings shall hear 
the majestic voice, ‘‘ Arise, shine, for 
thy hight is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee. And the 
Gentiles shall come to thy light, and 
kings to the brightness of thy rising. 
Lift up thine eyes round about and 
sce: all they gather themselves to- 
gether; thy sons shall come from far, 
and thy daughters shall be nursed at 
thy side. Then shalt thou see, and 
flow together, and thine heart shall 
fear and be enlarged ; because the a- 
bundance of the sea shall be convert- 
ed unto thee, the forces of the Gen- 
tiles shall come unto thee.” ~ 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Account of ihe Revival of Religion in 
Acworth, N. H. communicated by the 
Rer. Phineas Cooke for ihe Panoplist. 


The writer of the following account 
was ordained over the Congregation- 
al Church and Society in Acworth, 
Sept. 7, 1814. Previous te this time he 
does not learn that there ever was in 


the society a general attention to reli- 


ion; any thing which might prorerly 
be denominated a revival; althougha 
very decent respect to the means of 
grace,and a general willingness to sup- 
port the Gospel, were characteristics 
of the people from their first settle- 
tlement. While the more public forms 
of gedjiness were observed, there was 
an evident lack of that vital piety,which 
curses its possessors to hold inter- 
course with heaven, when the world 
dves not see them. 

Professors in too many instances 
slumbered and slept, indifferent to the 
state of their lamps, whether they con- 

tained oi! or not. And if possible, 


they were still less concerned at the 
death-like stupor which prevailed in 
the ungodly world around. | One year 
rolled away after anotlier bearing mor- 
tals to their ‘ong home; in some in 
glances sweeping them away as with 


a. flood,* while the living remained 
unconcerned, and regarded not the 
solemn call which spoke aloud on ev- 
ery hand, “ Prepare to meet thy God,” 

The time [ laboured among them 
preyious to my settlement, was nog 
distinguished for apy thing in partic. 
ular, except a good atiertion to the 
preached word. No instances of in- 
dividual conversion were discovered 
until after that period. At the firs: 
communion after ordination, sixteen 
offered themselves to the church; 
most of whom dated their hope of x 
saving change previous to my coming 
among them. But immediaiely after 
this, instances of individual conviction 
made their appearance in different 
parts of the society, and one and ano- 
ther were made to rejoice in God their 
salvation, While these drops were 
few, their diffusion manilested that 
God bad some mercy even for the evi! 
and unthankful. During the first year 
nearly thirty embraced the Saviour 
according ta the covenants of the 
Gospel. The second year was mark- 
ed with appearances very similar, and 
about the same vumber were hopeful- 
ly brought home to'C hrist through the 
only way, regeneration. 

At the commencement of the third 
ministerial year, Sept. 1516, affairs 
began to wear a sti!l more favorable 
aspect. What was serious before, ap- 
peared solemn now. ‘The seats in the 
house of God were filled not with 
drowsy inattentive hearers, but with 
awakened imn portals, hanging on the 
lips of the speaker , with almost breath- 
less attention; looking as if their ever- 
lasting all was suspended on the prop- 
er improvement of a single sermon. 
Neither were the people satisiied with 
attending merely on the duties of the 
sanctuary. Conference  wmeeiings 
were established in different parts of 
the society, and were attended with 
increasing interest. About this time 
our winter sckools commenced ; and 
several of them enjoyed the distin- 


* ™7 1812—66 ; in 1815--23; in 1814— 
46 «died; mos: ly of the spotted fever—a- 
mounting in .vrer years to L-0-——mor: then 
one eley enth of the whole population. 
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guisbed bicssing of having pious young 
men to instruct them. Feeling that 
responsibility, which every guardian 
of youth, who knows the worth of the 
soul, will feel, they blended disine 
with human lea ning: aud while they 
were careful in teaching the “ young 
idea how to shoot,” they were no less 
anxious that its first growth should be 
hbeavenward. Ina scheol ip the wes- 
icrn part of the society, a regular 
course of biblical instruction was intro- 
daced, according to the plan laid down 
in Wilbur’s Catechism.” Questions 
were proposed weekly, and one eve- 
ning in each week set apart for their 
discussion. The answers to these 
questions are required to be in Scrip- 
ture language. As seon as this mode 
of religious instruction was introduced, 
a visible alteration was seen tn many 
scholars. They began to discover a 
greater relish for the Holy Scripiures. 
In searching for the answers to their 

questions, they felt an increasing desire 
to know more of the lively oracles of 
divine truth. l.very vacant moment, 
when relieved from their other schoal 
exercises, the Bible was taken up, and 
the unheeded tear, which now and 
then would drop over the sacred page, 
showed the contents were becoming 
daily more precious to the soul. Ou 
Tuesday evening, January 14, 1817, 
when assembled as usual for the dis. 
cussion of their scriptural questions, 
occurred a scene, on which memory 
lingers with delight; and which no 
doubt excited those fresh acclania- 
tions of joy in heaven, which teke 
piace on the return of every penitent 
sinner. - 

The house on a sudden, became a 
little Pentecost. The first question 
which was asked a young woman of 
twenty years of age, was “ What is re 
generation?” She rose, attempted to 
answer, failed, and sunk under the 
weight ofa monediedl spirit. ‘The next 
in order was called upon, but was un- 
able to reply, from the same cause as 
the former. The third issued in the 
seme manner; and ina few minutes 
the whole school presen’, consisting of 
about twenty-six scholars, were over- 





Revival.of Keligion in Acworth. 505 


whelmed in a flood of penitential grief, 
and cries such as these were heard in 
different directions : “ How can I live! 
What shali | do! God be merciful to 
me a sinner!” With these were min- 
gied from ali parts of the , SRO, the 
pressing anxious request, “ Do, dear 
master, pray for me—pray for me in 
particular.” 

In this scene of genera! distress, the 

master though no stranger at the 
throne of grace, and who had jpve- 
viously attended daily prayer in his 
school, was tco much agitated by the 
occasion to command bis feelings : sutf- 
ficiently, to commend his pupils to the 
only source of consolation. At this 
time there was sitting in the midst of 
this afflicted assemb'y a young man 
who was remarkably delivered fromthe 
power of sin, and made atrophy of re- 
deeming love a few days before; who 
had but just learned there was a throne 
of grace for humble supplicants to ap- 
proach ; and who possessed no partic- 
ular qualifications to fit him to recom- 
mend his dispairing school-mates to 
the mercy of heaven. Seeing the per- 
turbation of the master, and the dis- 
tress which prevailed on every side,” 
he rose, and with apparent composure, 
said, “ Let us pray.” He prayed: and 
itwas evident God heard: for here 
was an instrument of his own choos- 
ing. A modest youth naturally diffi- 
dent, a new-born soul of yesterday, 
committing in language perfectly ap- 
propriate, the wants of his distressed 
companions to that wonder-working 
God, who alone is able to forgive sins, 
and impart spiritual life to the soul.— 
It was a scene suiiciently interesting, 
to have made an apostle trembie.— 
When this prayer was finished, the 
master had so far recovered himself, 
as to be able to offer up a fervant pe- 
tition in behalfofhis school. Wher 
he closed, it was proposed to send for 
some of ihe neighbours. Two men, 
professors, who had children in the 
school, were accordingly called in.— 
One of these next took his turn in 
prayer. Afler some conversation, the 


forementioned young man, next the 
master, then the neighbour, each a se. 
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cond time sought in prayer for that 
grace which alone could help in such 
atime of need. By this time the eve- 
ning grew late, and proposals were 
made to retire. But the scholars, u- 
manimously, were unwilling to leave 
the house, or separate from each oth- 
er. The impressions which seized 
their minds seemed to be, that it would 
be departing from the immediate 
presence of Jehovah. The exciama- 
tion of holy Jacob was indeed strik- 
ingly verified: “And he was afraid, 

and said, how dreadful is this place! 
this i is none other but the house of God, 
this is the gate of heaven.” After 
much intreaty, they were, however, 
persuaded to go liome to their respec- 
tive families. 

Next morning, information being 
received of what had taken place, a 
conference was appointed at a house 
near the schoo!-house at one o’clock, 
P.M. Here was a spectacle pre sent. 
ed which must have excited the admi- 

ation of angels. Each scholar hold- 
ing in his hand the Bib! e, Tesiament, 
or Watts’ psalms and hymus, and 
searching for his life for that spiritual 
bread which ifa man eat, hes shall live 
forever. The assembly was great.— 
During this meeting many of those 
who aitended became convinced of 
their lost condition, and began to 
think ithigh time to awake out of 
sieep, and call ou God before they 
nerished. On this melting occasion, 
the stoulest heart of ouk dissolved like 
wax. And none were present who 
did not appear to be looking to Zi- 
on, with their faces thitherward.— 

he Friday evening following, the 
weekly conference returned in the 
center district. Here at an early 
hour, was presented the little band, 
Jiterally clad in the armour of the 
Gospel ; holding in their hands the 
sure directory to eternal life. It may 
well be supposed, the assembly was 
crowded. lt was proposed that each 
scholar should read from the psalm 
book, with which, as well as the Bible 
they had been very conversant, since 
their first excitement, a psalm or 

jdiymn descriptive of the state of his 


mind. Some by this time were delix 
ered from the burden of sin, which had 
so heavily pressed them down, and 
that hope which brings comfort to ev- 
ery true believer im Jesus, had begun 
to irradiate the soul. This was known 
from the subject read. To hearts like 
these, the sentiments contained in the 
126th psalm, C.”M. were found t6 be 
in perfect unison, as were those of the 
5ist psalm to many others, who seem- 
ed overwhelmed by the waves of con- 
trition; whos: tremulous voices falter- 
ed as they read, and often before the 
subject was ended, died away in the 
silence of gricf. It must he confessed, 

that the Christiau spectator needed a 
moment’s reflection, to determine 
whether the ground on which he stood, 
was purely earthly. Ii was evident 
that the Holy Spirit was there. Ma- 
ny, while the school were rea ing, re- 


geived for the first time in their earts 
A pointe ! arrow from Samet {the 
Almighty, and like their fellow-s affer: 


erers on the day of Pentecost, were 
led to cry out, *‘Men and brethren, 
whatshall we do?” At the close of 
this meeting, the number of those, 
who know what sove convictions mean, 
was considerably imecreased. 

Next morning, Saturday, another 
school in the east part of the town as- 
sembled for wer usual school exerci- 
ses; and itgvas soon discovered that 
the master Was compietely inc apacita- 
ted to "pi dceed with his ordiaary in- 


structions, on account of the weicht of 


conviction which lav on his mimd.— 
linmediately fifteen of his ok i st schol- 
ars were in a Similar situation, and in 
a short time the neighbours were ecall- 
ed in, and the school transformed he 
toa rota gious conference ; and contin- 
ued thus unti! night, when the instrue- 
tor for the first time dismissed his 
school with prayer. For some time 
after this net a day returned, which 
brought not the joyful tidings that 
some one was convicted or some one 
made happy beneath the smiles ofa 
reconciled Saviour. 

In the first mentioned school, reh- 
cious books were substiteted excla- 
sively, and religious instruction the 
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sole business for weeks. ‘The school- 
house became a Bethel, where God 
was worshipped morning, noon aad 
night. Buta few weeks elapsed, be- 
fore the major pait were enabied {o 
cing of mercy, and when viewing what 
God had wrought for them, were lost 
ja wonder, love and praise. The 
work has appeared to be genuine in 
nearly every instance; and ail those 
who have publicly professed to love 
he Lord Jesus Christ, as yet appear 
ty walk agreeably to their vocation. 
And most of the number have for 
sore time been members of Chirst’s 

visib'e kingdom. ‘The same remarks 
apply to the master and scholars of the 
other school. In the course of the 

winter some drops of mercy fell into 
two other schools, and individuais 


were taken from them into the school 
of Christ. 

The revival had now become pret- 
ty extensive reer the society, and 
was principally confined to the rising 
generation, but not wholly. Several 
in middle life have been led to consid- 
er, among all their attainments, one 
thing is needful, and appear to have 
wisely chosen the better part, which 
cannot be taken from them. 

The work has continued through 
the summer, and now there are some 
hopeful appearances, that™\jod has 
not leftus. Seventy-eight hye :ni- 
ted with the church, and in thé judg- 
ment of charity thirty or forty more 
are fit subjects ‘for the fellow ship of the 
Saints. 

The doctrines delivered from the 
pulpit, and discussed iu the confer- 
ence room, were those which are well! 
known under the title, doctrines of 
grace. And it is believed that not 
one of the late subjects of the work 
can be found, who would not cordially 
ape slg to God’s absolute sovereign- 

; the total depravity of the natural 
rh the agency of ‘the Holy Spiritin 
regeneration, personal election, the 
underived divinity of Christ, and the 

final peseverance of the saints. The 
language of one and allis—* I eare not 
how mich Lam abased, if Christ be 
but exalted. 
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I cannot persuade myself to close 
this narration, without mecuicating on 
all who may read it, the impertance 
of imparting religious iastruction to 
youth. The blessing wluch God has 
been pleased to vestow on such in- 
struction ineur schools has been won- 
derful; and to bis Great Name be all 
the glory. The counexion between 
the means and their sanctification 
has been strikingly visible. I will 
give One :nsiance ainong many. ‘The 
question given out was, * When is the 


most preper, and perhaps the on'y 
time to begin a life of religion Fr” In 


searching jor the answer, the scholars 
observed, the Scviptures every where 
spoke of this season only in the pres- 
ent tense. “Now is the accepted 
time,” &c. “ To day if ye will hear his 
voice,” &c.; and that they could find 
no promise of to morrow. This cir- 
cumstarce alarmed seveia!l; and un- 
der God was the beginning of that 
conviction which led to a saving re- 
pentance. Are not these things sufii- 
cient encouragement to induce all ine 
structors of youth to seize every fas 
vorable opportunity to instil into MTte 
minds of their pupils the fundamental 
principles of our holy religion? And 
will not parents fee: the lp portance of 
Selecting pious instructors for their 
chiidren? those who are no slangers 
theuise!ves to the teachings of the Ho- 
lv Spirit?) Surely the above account 
proves the importance of such qualifi- 
cations In teachers, beyond a doubt. 

May God add tus blessing to this 
humble att mpt to publish his une 
speakable goodness, and thus gain 
fresh) Lonours to tin glorious Name, 
whieh eve long will be revered by ev 
ery tongue. 

PHINFAS COOKE. 

A worth, Ucl. Y, Isi7. 

From the American Bap ist Magazine. 
Extract ofa iF 
lo one of th 

Neps, 4, ISI7. 

Rev. and Dea Sir,—As it is the de- 
light of the children of God to record 
his POOUDESS, nid to Sys ik ol his WOlle 
derful works to the children of men, | 


ter from Rev. S. S11 7s 
Editors, d ie ’ ] Bath Ne. 
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send you the following account of the sidered in more intances as the instre- 


late gracious work of God among us. 

Ihope we have not like Pharaoh’s 
chief butler, wholly forgotten our kind 
Benefactor; although it is now ata 
late period, that I attempt to give you 
this brief sketch. 

It is about seven years since a small 
Baptist church was constituted in this 
town: With avery gradual increase, 
it arose frem ten to forty-five mem- 
hers. During the year 1815 the church 
and indeed the cause of religion was 
very low.—No one is capable of enter- 
ing fully into my feelings at that time, 
who has never known the discourage- 
ments resulting from an unsuccessful 
ministry. Sometimes I was on the 
pointofgiving up allasiost: and not un- 
frequently had gloomy apprehensions, 
that God would speedily remove the 
candlestick out of its place. Toward 
the close of the year, and at the com- 
mencement of 1S16, appearances be- 
came in some degree changed. ‘The 
first thing visible was an uncommon 
flocking to meeting, attended with a 
remarkable stiilness and solemnity up- 
on the audience. I had frequently 
discovered similar appearances; but 
which like the morning cloud and ear- 
ly dew had soon passed away, and dis- 
appointed my fairest hopes. My un- 
belief prevailed at first to a very great 
degree, I greatly feared that wy ex- 
pectations would again be cut oif— 
But, blessed be God, that was not the 
case. As my distress had been long 

and painful, so now my joey was pro- 
poi tionably great. The Spirit seem- 
ed to descend like a mighty rushing 
wind, and soon a general attention 
prevailed through the town. Each of 
the religious societies shared in the 
work. In this revival, the means God 
has a fit to honour have been vati- 
ous. A poor man by the name of 
Sevibuer, who stood in the \'ethodist 
connexien, was apparently blest to 
the awakening of a number. But al- 

though the preaching of the Gospel 
was in many instances blessed to the 
awakening and comforting of souls, 
vet, perhaps, the appearance and con- 

ersation of the couverts, may be con- 


mental cause. 

Of the subjects of this work, it may 
in truth be said, that it has exempted 
no age, sex or candition. The aged, 
middie aged, aud youth have alike 
shared in its blessings. Some tndu- 
ential characters, and some in the low. 
est waiks in life have been hopefully 
born of the Spirit. Among our young 
merchants the work was so remaka- 
bie, that it was often said that “ all 
our stores had become meeting-hous- 
es.” ‘Phe work has been unatten led 
with noise aud confusion. hough in 
soine few instances the distress of the 
awakened has been too great to be 
suppressed: yet, generally, deep so- 
lemnity has marked the penitent; and 
a holy sanile of joy and complacency, 
the pardoned sinner. In fine, from 
appearances at the time, and from the 
e‘lects since discovered, we have eve- 
ry reason to believe that it was the 
work of God: And lI do sincerely be- 
lieve, that Balaam’s exclamation con- 
cerning Israei may here be applied — 
What hath God’ wro uit !? >" O fos 
hearts to praise and glorify his name, 
who hath regarded us in our low es- 
tate, because his mercy endureth for- 
ever! 

The work has been for some time 
wr evidently on the decline ; but e- 

en NOW, there are a few, who, as the 
clean of the vintage, aud as the her- . 
ries upon the uppermost bougiis, are 
ove after anether coming tn. 

Since the revival commenced, one 
hundred and six have been added to 
this church, and one hundred and sev- 
en have joined the two Congregation- 
al churchesin the town. Seme have al- 
so joined the Methodist communton. 
May we not hope at the great day, 
that more than two hundred souls from 
this work will be found prepared to 
take a seat at the rieht hand of the 
great and goed Shepherd > 

Since the Lord has been graciously 
building up his spiritual house among 
us, he has likewise, in answer to pray- 
er, opened the hearts of the people te 
build us a neat and convenient house 
for public worship, s 


sufficiently large 











for our présentsociety. But, dear sir, 
when 1 record these things, and re- 
flect upon my own unworthiness, how 
surprising does the goodness of God 
appear! Not unto us, not unto us, but 
to the name of the Lord be all th 1e glo- 
ry. Your’s,&c. Sizas STE£ARNS. 





VERMONT BIELE SOCIETY. 


Off-cers. 
Hon. Charles Marsh, President. 
Hon. Aaron Leland, Rev. Leonard 
Yorcester, Viee-Presidenis. 

Rev. James Hobart, Hon. J. D. 
Farnsworth, Hon. Jehn H. Cotton, 
Hon. Ezra butler, Hon. William Hall, 
Villlam Slade, jun. Esq. Rev. Chester 
Wright, Directors. 

Jeduthun Loomis, Esq. Treasurer. 

Rev. Chester Wright, Secretary. 


The interest manifested by the friends of 
the Kile in Vermont, and the measures al- 
ready adopted to carry into effect one gen- 
eral plan of operation, by forming Bible 
Societies thronghout the State, are worthy 
olimitetion. Vermont has doubiless taken 
the jead of ber sister States in this good and 
siorious cause. ‘The Vermont Bible Socie- 
ty is auxiliary to the National Institution, 
and bas made considerable remittavces.— 
‘there isa County Bible Society in each of 
the uwelve Counties in the State, excepting 
two, aad measures are taking to forin socie- 
ties in these. At the last annual meeting, 
the Seeretary was direcied to send printed 
copies ofthe Report to every religious So- 
cie'y in the State, with a request that it be 
publicly read on the Lord’s day. It was 
also recommended to the several County 
Societies, to ap peint Agents inevery town 
in their respective Counties, and to furnish 
tiem with instruetions with regard to ser- 
¥icese xpectedg from them, 

We regret that our limits will not admit 
of our publishing the whole of the able and 
eloquent Report, made at the last annual 
meeting of the Society. 


The following are Extracts from the 
Report. 


We congratulate you, that while so 
many of our brethren in this State, yet 
stand aloof, you are found in the ranks 
of that numerous and benevolent band 
“ho, impressed with a sense of the 
Spiritual wants of millions of their 
brethren, have combined for their re- 
lief, We doubt not that in the very 
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act of stretching forth your hand to 
give them the word of God; you have 
enjoyed an abundant compensation 
for sucn a charity. your kindness 
has furnished many a destitute family 
with that precious book, which ts able, 

through faith, to make them wise unto 
sulvation. In placing this book in 
their hands, you have given them a 
treasure whose worth can never be 
told. You bave given them a lamp to 
light their way to the celestial world. 

You have fed them with bread fom 
heaven. You have caused a light to 
shine upon them, which is destined 
ere long to illuminate the whole earth, 
and to render it the habitation of 
righteousness and peace. We bigin 
to behold the dawning of that leng ex- 
pected day when all shall know the 
Lord from the least unto the greatest. 
And we begin also to discover by what 
means that day is ushered in. It is, 

we believe, brethren, by the united ef. 
forts of Bible and Missionary, and oth- 
benevolent Societies. These societies 
are multiplying, with astonishing ra- 
pidity in every part of the Christian 
world, and are even spring ing up ae 
the dark places of the earth that are 
fulhof the habitations of crueity. 

Here is given a comprehensive view of 
the want of Bibles in various parts of the 
world, and the measures adopted to furnish 
them. This has been anticipated in the veri- 
ous Reports we have heretofore published. 

All Asia is famishing for the word 
of life, and hundreds of milliens of 
copies are wanted to supply the de- 
mand. 

Afviea, too, stretches out her hangs 
and implores the precious gift that 
teaches the way to heaven; and even 
in our own country, which we emphat- 
ically denominate a Land of Brdles, 
we shall find, if we direct our view to 
the western and southern parts of the 
union, that hundreds of thousands are 
needed to supply all the destitute fam- 
ilies. Itis an encouraging faet, that 
here, no less than in foreign countries, 
wherever Bibles have been bestowed, 
they have been received with gratitude 
and affection. Mr, Smith, a late mis- 


sionary to the southwesiera section of 
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the United States, says, “ It is aston- 
ishing with what eagerness Bibles are 
enquired after in that region. As soon 
as it was known that the Bible was in 
New Orleans for distribution, a large 
crowd of soine hundreds of people, of 
ail colors and ranks, was formed be- 
fore the house, and “4a book” was of- 
ten vociferated in French, by fifty 
voices at once. ‘The old and the 
young, the rich and the poor, as if a- 
like conscious of their wants, pressed 
forward with outstretched hands to re- 
ceive the valuable gift.” 

The agents employed in this State 
in distributing Bibles give abundant 
assurance that the gift makes giad the 
heart of many who were ardently de- 
siring, bat could not otherwise obtain 
the inestimable treasure. There is 
also reason to believe, that the gilt of 
the Bible has been ‘he means of call- 
ing the attention of numbers to the 
things of their everlasting peace, who 
were slumbering, and would otherwise 
have continued to slumber, in spizitu- 
al death. And we may indulge the ex- 
pectation that multitudes will ‘ultimate. 
ly inherit the kingdom of God, whio 
will owe their elevation to that exallt- 
ed andever during felicity, instrumen- 
tally to the giftofa bible. In view of 
these considerations, brethren, you 
will be thankful that God has ‘pat it 
into your hearts to form, and thus far 
to support this Society. You will 
count it a privilege thus to bear a part 
with your benevolent brethren in eve- 
ry part of the world, in the blessed 
work of sending to all people, tong ves 
and ianguages, the glad Udings of sal- 
vation. You will not be weary in this 
ms of well-doing. You will perse- 

re in your generous efforts. With 
2 x holy zeal, you will resolve, that the 
streams of your bounty shall never 
cease to flow, till every spot on the 
globe shall be well w: atered, and be 
come, through the influence of the 
goapel, as the garden of God, 

From you, Brethren, with permis- 
sion, we turn to address the Christian 
inhabitants of this State. 

[The Address wil be given in our 
next.| 


From the Christian Herald. 
The Board of Directors of the Young 
Men's Missionary Society of New- 


York, to the Board of Mana igers of 


the United Fore 2ign Missionary So- 

ciety, wish Grace, and Peace fiom 

God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

3RETHREN,—We have heard with 
gratitude to God, that to the already 
widely extended exertions ef the Chris. 
tian world, to diffuse the light of the 
glorious Gospel of the Grace of God 
he has added another Institution, de- 
voted to the same object. 

We bless the great Head of the 
Church, that he has been pleased to 
shed abroad upon the highest judica- 
tories of three of ifs most extensive 
branches in this country, so much of 
the spirit of Christian love and con- 
cord, as to induce them to unite, in e- 
recting and patronizing a Missionary 
Society, which we ardently hope may 
havea tendency to increase the man- 
ifestations of brotherly love amoug 
Christians of ditter ent denominations, 
prove an extensive blessing to those 
who are sitting in the valley and shad- 
ow of death, and become a glory toe 
our Jand. 

Brethren—You have much to en- 
courage you, amidst the many diffi- 
culuies of your arduous undertaking. 
You have the gracious promise, “ Lo! 
Iam with you “alway s,’ from Him, in 
obedience to whose command, you 
are endeavouring to do your part, in 
teaching all nations, 

From the wonderful blessings with 
which our great Master has been pleas- 
ed, of late, to crown Missionary efforts 
among the Heathen, you have reason 
to confide in the promise, that in due 
season, you also shall reap, if you 
faint not. May He pour out a spirik 
of compassion towards the benighted 
Heathen, upon the members of those 
Churches, under whose promises of 
support you have ventured to lift up 
your standard; and may he abundant- 
ly endow you with their prayers and 
their contributions. May He send 
you many faithful and well instructed 
Missionary servants, in whom the love 
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sf God, and of perishing sinners shall 
abound. May they go forth under 
your auspices, to sow the precious 
seed in barren lands; and the dews of 
heavenly grace make it fruriful where- 
ver it shall fall: so that they, and you, 
and we, and all who love the Lord 
Jesus niay rejoice together, in seeing 
the wilderness and solitary places be- 
come as the garden of the Lord. 

Brethren—Engaged in a kindred 
cause, the sending the light of the Gos- 
pel to those on our frontiers, who have 
none to break to them the bread of 
life, and who, though bearing the 
Christian name, are fast relapsing in- 
toa state of heathenism, we greei you, 
beloved in the Lord, as fellow-labour- 
ers, in a different part of the same 
great vineyard. We shall rejoice to 
hear of your prosperity. We solicit 
your prayers and your friendly corres- 
pondence; and we pray God, to give 
you peace, b:otherly love, and con- 
cord, in all your deliber: ations, wisdom 
in all your counsels, and an abundant 
harvest of souls for your encourage- 

nentand your great reward. 

Asa small, but sincere pledge of our 
earnest wishes for your presperity, 
we enclose a draft on our Treasurer 
for ove hundred dollars. 

In behalf of the board of Directors 
of the Young Men’s Missionary Soci- 
ely of New-York. 

JOHN D. KEESE, Pres. 
New-York, 11th November, 1817. 





Female Sunday Schools. 

* The Female Union Society for the 
Promotion of Sabbath-Schools,” (in 
the City of New-York,) being anxious 
to give, in their next Annual Report, 
a sumimary account of the rise and 
progress of Female Sunday-Sebools in 
this country, respectfully request the 
Directresses of Union Societies, and 
Superintendents of single schools iy 
the United States, to transmit, (post- 
paid), to Miss Oram, No 1s Broad- 

way, previous to the first of March, 
1818, such information as may furnish 
materials for ar interesing elucidation 
of their respective histories. 
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The Reports of the Society will! be 
forwarded to those who may favour 
the Board with communications on 
the above subject. 

December 27th, 1817. 





Last Thoughts of T. I. 

It is amazing, that afier what we 
must know ef ourselves, 4iiat we can 
still entertain some good opinion of 
ourselves, and of what we are, can do 
and hope to do. We musi despair of 
ourselves before we cai have any true 
hope towards God. 

This is the divine record, that God 
hath given to us eternal life ; and this 
life is in his Son: yet what fools and 
slow of heart are we to believe that the 
record is true ! 

‘fle that spared not his own Son, 
but freely gave him up for us all, how 
shall he not with him freely give us all 
things?’ Why then am I still stagger- 
ing at the promises through unbelief, 
instead of being strong tn faith, siving 
glory to God? God spared not his own 
Son, but haviitg laid on him the mi- 
quities of us all, exacted in full abe 
penalty from him, that he might be 


just and the justifier of him that be- 


lieveth in Jesus. Yet here I still stag- 
ger, rob God of his glory, and my owa 
soul of peace and joy in beleving.— 
Lord, i believe, help thou my unbelief, 

I feel, awfully feel, that I am a sin- 
ner, and am persuaded that it is @ 
faithful saying and worthy al! accep- 
tation, that Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners, the chief of sin- 
ners ; and yet I hesitate in the conclu- 
sion that he willsave me. Is then the 
record true, or am [ still too proud, 
to receive the record as true, till I find 
myself in less need of this fulland free 
salvation ¢ 

I feel experimentally that faith is 
the gift of God, and that all my con- 
clusions drawn from the reasoning on 
the great and precious promises will 
wanta witness within; and that un- 
less the Spirit beareth witness with 
our spirits, that we ave the children 
of God, I shal! only believe as though 


bhelieved not. 
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51% Poetry.—Ordi nations,—Coniributiois. 


For the Religious Invelligencer. 
New Year’s Verses. 

While the New Year inscribes its wintry 
trace 

Ono Nature’s brow, and chills her flow’rets 
sweet, 

Say, shall the Christian view its thoughtful 
face, 

And read no lesson, and no praise repeat? 


Let him but turn his eye where Ganges 
rolls, 

Or sultry Indus winds his devious way, 

And hear the music of those ransom’d souls, 

Snatch’d from Idolatry’s debasing sway. 


And let him mark the Ocean wave that 
smiles 

To bear the heralds of the Prince of Peace, 

And catch the hymn that trom those sca- 
girt isles 

Lifts its sweet echoes when the biltows 
cease : 


Or let him trace Ohio's silver flood, 

And onward press where distant torrents 
fall, 

And see the roving natives of the wood 

Staid in their wanderings by Salvation’s 
call, 


Yes, let him view the forest’s tawny race 

Throng round their teachers* with the 
smile of love ; . 

And with a breathless eagerness embrace 

The sacred knowledge of the world above. 


And shall no knee in supplication bend, 
That God would bid the promis’d era come, 
And bring again the children of his friend 
To Zion’s temple, and ‘heir ancient home ? 


From their clos’d eyes the darken’d veil 
remove ; 

Rend from their fetter’d soul Delusion’s 
thowg ; 

And bid them in the Man of sorrows, love 

‘Their Great Messiah, vainly sought so long, 

Oh, let firm faith behold the hastening day, 

When all the earth her Sov’reign King shall 
know ; 

When Superstition’s night shall fleet away, 

And one pure stream of living lustre glow. 


Where chrystal rills shall flow thro’ desert 
lands, 

The Rose of Sharon deck the barren sod, 

And Ethiopia stretch her rescued hands 

To hail her Saviour, and to bless her God. 


But oh! of each, this rising year enquires; 

Of each, who hear the gospel’s solemn 
sound, 

Say, do ye bear the fruits its voice requires, 

Or stand, as idle eumberers of the ground 9 


* Alluding to the schools lately estab- 
lished among the Cherokees, and to the let- 
ter of the Rev. Cyrus Kingsbery, on that 


subject, published in the Religious Iateili- 


gencer. 


Perhaps I come, to bid the flattering tide 

Of prosperous Weatth around your coursé 
to flow : 

Then guard your sails against the breath 
of Pride, 

And shus the quicksands and the gulphs 
below. 

Perhaps [ strew your yet untrodden path 

With plants of Sorrow, and with thorns of 
Woe 5 

Or come, a silent niessenzer of wrath, 

To cloud your skies, and lay your comforts 
low. 


Then earkly tossing on the tronbled wave, 
Oh, let me hear the humble sufferer say, 
‘That God, who in his tender mercy save, 
Now in his righteous wisdom takes away.’ 
Perhaps [ come to bear the shaft of death ; 
Then hid me welcome, free from doubt- 
ful strife ; 
Even as the Christian calmly yields his 


breathy 
Yo rise to slory, and eternal Life! 
L. I 
——— 
Ordtnations. 


Ordained in Georgetown, District of Co- 
lumbia. on thursday, the {1th inst. by the 
Baltimore Presbytery, the Rev. Thomas 
B. Batch, as an Evangelist. On this sol- 
emn occasion, the Rev. Andrew Hunter 
presided ; the Rev. James Muir, D. D. de- 
livered an appropriate and interesting dis- 
course; and the Rev. James Inglis, D. D. 
gave the charge, 

In Alexandria. on Sabbath evening, the 
14th inst. by the same Presbytery, the Rev. 
Elias Harrison was ordained as an Evan- 
gelist. On this occasion the Rev. Stephen 
B. Balch presided ; the Rev. James Inglis, 
D. D delivered a very eloquent and inn- 
pressive sermon. and the Rev. Thomae 
C. Searle gave the charge. 





The Treasurer of the Education Society 
has received since the 2d of December. 
From an unknown by Rev. C, A. 
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